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. ‘I'ne Tencing of portions of the pit wall crest in the vicinity of the Paguate
Village is not adequate. Methods to eliminate this safety hazard, as
committed to in basic reclamation objective (2) should be presented.

L] The static and dynamiec (seismic loading) criteria that will be used to assure

safe, stable repose of the dump slopes was not presented. =~~~
2.4 Protect the Environment

[ Discuss how the groundwater recovery level was deiermined.

. The relationship between pit backfilling to three feet above the project
water table recovery water level and protection of the groundwater quality
is not diseussed, Material returned to the pits, which will include the
mmerallzed Jackmle sandstone. would seem fo initially result in greater

I'ESUJT. of reclamation ShOLLlCl be dlSCUSSGd n the reciamauon plan.

. Since ambient air quality standards for Total Suspended Particulates (TSP}
may be violated in the area, the actions of establishing vegetation grown
for the reduction of wmd—blown partlculates wﬂl enhance the air quallty
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® The control of water movement by the erosion berms should be presented in

reater detail. How will thi : i1l i ?

” What will the baseline or comparison criterial for the assessment of air and
water quality data with respect to the effecis of reclamation? What, ii

any, action will be taken if the data indicates problems with the
reclamation?

4.1 Ground Disturbance

boundarles ot the mine . . ." is not supported by data or reference. This
statement should be substantiated.

4.2.1 Surface Water

water quality through the mine area results primarily from concentration

by evapotranspiration." In the Mining and Reclamation Plan, The Anaconda
Comnanv's Uranium Mine, December: 1976 (revised March 1978}, it is

collected with respeet to mining act1v1t1es‘?

[ The impaet of the mine on surface water quantity and quality should be
discussed.

designed to provide this information on a continuing basis over the long

term.
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. Data supporting the statement that the mine has had no impaet on Mesita

Reservoir should be presented and report {indings summarized.

4.2.%2 Groundwater

agquifers ma gen

(] Anaconda contends that the effect of mining upon groundwater extends

only limited distances from the active mining areas due to the hydrologie

properties of the Jackpile sandstone. These properties should be discussed
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-~ levels and fluctuations should be discussed. Potential water-related

impaects in conjunction with the hazardous waste disposal should be

discussed.

4.2.3 Air Quality; Particulate

¢  The statements associated with this subsection are not supported by data or

by reference. These statements should be substantiated.

4.2.4 Radiologz

v 0 + s v -
[ 162 I [T1 271 ONLAININo NI OrIm e O ON 20418 On DA < 0 atliiaTa Ll e

- should be presented.

2.0 RECLAMATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL BACKGROQUND -

5.1 Previous Reclamation Plans

- [T O W S o O De IMTrale avamndapic.

5.2 Environmental Studies Conducted

) Criteria used to determine the need for continuation of environmental
monitoring programs should be discussed and the individual responsible for
i 1 Jeois] hould be identified.

® A more detailed discussion of the monitoring programs should be presented

and ¢ollected data summarized.

® Specific references for the dies and programs undertaken by con An

_  endgovernment ageneies should be provided
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The measurement techmques, samphng frequenc1es, eqmpment
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The ecriteria for selection of the loecations of additional groundwater

monitoring wells being drilled were not presented.
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success or failure of the revegetation program are discussed.
Although a list oI studies performed by variou onsulta and
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which is a normally acceptable format.

The meteorologieal and particulate monitoring program correetly addresses

the proper parameters to be measured. However, certam issues relating to
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- The use of the existing monitoring sites for future meteorological

and particulate data collection needs further discussion. Of

particular interest would be the criteria used in siting. A

determination that federally accepted monitoring site criteria were
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federal monitoring guidelines. It is recommended that TSP samples

be taken on a 24- ys
to he mnqwtenmuhiheiedenaLguuiehnea._F_uﬂhen,Jh&schedule
used by the 8 *: :

- isrecommended.

- In order for the metéeorological and 15F monitoring program to

produce useful information to the Laguna Pueblo, if it has not been

done aiready, a monitoring plan with a quality assurance component
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Protection Ageney (USEPA) for concurrence.

- ﬂeiated to the developrnent of such a monitoring plan, proper data
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in order to judge the adequacy of the monitoring program, audits and

data collection efficiencies (recovery rates) should be specified.
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o Range survey diseussion documents and data should be made available.
® The-studies-mentiened-onpage25-should beprovided:
6:0—K G PRO DUR

6.1.1 General

L
>
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onstitute a radiological hazard. 1) this based upon the recommended use

of the area for grazing or monitoring? Can this be clarified?

[ ] Will the_bankiﬂled_pl.ts_to_tm:ee_ieet_aboue_the_pm;ecf amnndwn*m'

ragoye 0 he tonpad w ‘ he actusal bBae
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and cover procedures should be CllSCUSSEd. lt 18 mcllcated that IOJ.I.OWll'lg

removal of the railroad spur and select surface structures the area will be

stripped or covered untili gamma levels are below twice background in

adjacent areas. How are adjacent areas defined and selected‘? It appears
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in Plate 5.2- 1, are used as a representative background it should be stated

and discussed.

® The question of what is representative of natural radon and gamma
plan:
. The identification and management of hazardous waste should be discussed

in detail and potential environmental impaets identified.

& The basis il"ii": Hvity levelsand he pecific-teve 3 eroads-and
op areas will be cleaned ta ever discussed.
() What are the proposed procedures for closing audits and vent holes?
6.1.2 Pits
. Describe the amount of backfill determination methodology. Describe the

extent of radiological mineralization of the pit floor and up the pit walls,

and the ievels Tactually determined to require backiill.

e What soil analysis limitations are suitable for plant growth medium?
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are accumulatmg in the vegetatwn"

6.1.3.1 Dump Reclamation Completed or Planned
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° How will the gamma radiation background levels be established, since it is .-
indicated that these levels will be one of the criteria for the stockpiles,

protore, and ore-associated waste piles reclamation?

.
® Deiine background gamma radiation levels.
™ Describe method to be used in revegetating the areas under protore and

associated ore-piles.

6.1.5 Drill Holes

— ” : 1 —

aquifer interconnection occurred and if so what is the impact?

. Is suriace plugging of drill holes adequate to ensure no environmental
impact?
0 To what extent will plugging be done—total depth or surface only?

Jackpile-Paguate mining leases, how can one be certain that all these holes
will be plugged uniess inventories have been recorded and maintained over
the 17-year operating period? A detailed discussion of this potential
problem area is needed.




® ® o

® The criteria and level used to determine "unsafe radiation levels" should be
presented and discussed

. Describe how portions of structures that are nonsalvageable will be
disposed of in the pit.

b.1.7 Surface Waterways

. Sedlmentatlon analysis is necessary to defme that contammatlon
t @—q

Water analysis should accompany the sedimentation analysis, especially
during the spring runoff season when the sediment would be disturbed.

. Data on the "detailed radiclogical assessment of Mesita Reservoir" should
be summarized in the reclamation plan.

6.1.8 Groundwater

(] What criteria was used to determine the '"suitable distance from the
stream” for dumps along the Rio Paguate and Rio Moquino?

6.1.9 Revegetation Methods

° Identify the SCS literature relating to the erosion control measures
mentioned.

——employedin typical rectamation operations.

[ J:‘O.LI.OW‘”Llp program described 15 an exceuent gesture lo ensure that

[ What criteria were used to compile the two seeding mixtures?
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* Care should be taken in use of yellow sweetclover, crested wheatgrass
western wheatgrass, and weeping lovegrass in the seeding mix. The

atiract livestock to the area because they are the more palatable species.

. Fencing revegetated areas will control livestock invasion during the critical
early establishment period.
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